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English Language Arts —~ Grade 4 THEME: Solving Problems

PART 1
WRITING FROM KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE

We all have to solve problems as a part of our everyday lives. For example, you may
have to find new ways to solve a homework problem or to get it done on time. You may
work on problems alone or need the help of others. There are other kinds of problems to
solve, too, like learning a new skill or achieving a personal goal.

WRITE ABOUT THE THEME: SOLVING PROBLEMS
Do ONLY ONE of the following:
describe a problem you or someone else faced and explain how it was solved
OR
tell about a problem that has NOT been solved and explain why
OR
explain some lessons that can be learned from trying to solve a problem
OR
write about the theme in your own way.

You may use examples from real life, from what you read or watch, or from your
imagination.,

Pages 5-8 in this test booklet may be used for writing down ideas, organizing your
thoughts, or writing a rough draft. Use the checklists on page 9 to help you improve your
writing. Nothing written in this booklet will be scored. Your final copy must be written in
Part 1 of your Answer Folder starting on page 1.

When you are ready, you may begin your draft.
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Michigan Educational Assessment Program
Grade 4 English Language Arts
Holistic Scorepoint Descriptions
Part 1: Writing from Knowledge and Experience

Here is an explanation of what readers think about as they score your writing.

6

The writing is exceptionally engaging, clear, and focused. Ideas and content are thoroughly developed
with relevant details and examples where appropriate. The writer’s control over organization and the
connections between ideas moves the reader smoothly and naturally through the text. The writer shows a
mature command of language, including precise word choice that results in a compelling piece of
writing. Tight control over language use and mastery of writing conventions contribute to the effect of
the response.

The writing is engaging, clear, and focused. Ideas and content are well developed with relevant details
and examples where appropriate. The writer’s control over organization and the connections between
ideas effectively moves the reader through the text. The writer shows a command of language, including
precise word choice. The language is well controlled, and occasional lapses in writing conventions are
hardly noticeable.

The writing is generally clear and focused. Ideas and content are developed with relevant details and
examples where appropriate, although there may be some unevenness. The response is generally
coherent, and its organization is functional. The writer’s command of language, including word choice,
supports meaning. Lapses in writing conventions are not distracting.

The writing is somewhat clear and focused. Ideas and content are developed with limited or partially
successful use of examples and details. There may be evidence of an organizational structure, but it may
be artificial or ineffective. Incomplete mastery over writing conventions and language use may interfere
with meaning some of the time. Vocabulary may be basic.

The writing is only occasionally clear and focused. Ideas and content are underdeveloped. There may be
little evidence of organizational structure. Vocabulary may be limited. Limited control over writing
conventions may make the writing difficult to understand.

The writing is generally unclear and unfocused. Ideas and content are not developed or connected. There
may be no noticeable organizational structure. Lack of control over writing conventions may make the
writing difficult to understand.
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G9a

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: PART 1
(WRITING FROM KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE)
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G9b

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: PART 1
(WRITING FROM KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE)

Score Point: 4

This response explains the dilemma of what to do when four different
friends asked the writer to spend the night at their houses. The attempt to
describe each consecutive phone call from the writer’s friends conveys
“what a mess” the situation was. With the smooth transition into the solution
of having the friends spend the night with her, the writer is able to remain
generally clear and focused without disrupting the flow of the response.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: PART 1
(WRITING FROM KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE)
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: PART 1 G 1 Ob

(WRITING FROM KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE)
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Score Point: 4

This response focuses on the innovative ways of five boys to make money in
order for them to purchase wood, paint, furnishings and games for a
clubhouse. While remaining basic, the use of relevant details for each idea to
raise money (car wash, lemonade sale and yard sale) creates a generally
clear and focused response.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: PART 1

(WRITING FROM KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE)
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: PART 1 G 1 1 b

(WRITING FROM KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE)
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: PART 1

(WRITING FROM KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE)
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Score Point: 4

This response remains focused on the writer’s struggle with his inability to
hit a baseball. It is developed by providing a brief history that contrasts his
pitching skills against his batting skills practicing with his coach,
experiencing frustration and finally success. Some limitations in detail keep
this response more basic than engaging.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: PART 1

{(WRITING FROM KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE)
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: PART 1 G 1 2 b

(WRITING FROM KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE)
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: PART 1

(WRITING FROM KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE)
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Score Point: 5

This response offers an engaging perspective of the writer’s efforts to
snowboard. The reader is engaged from the beginning as the writer
contemplates his lack of ability, to his friend’s encouragement to enter a
contest, through to the writer’s win, The word choice and command of
language are consistent with the overall tone, and effectively move the
reader through the text.
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Write your final response to SOLVING PROBLEMS here.
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Score Point: 5

This expository response engages the reader immediately by asking
questions. By providing facts about Martin Luther King and Rosa Parks, the
content is well developed and the subject matter is controlled. There is an
occasional lapse in writing conventions, but they are hardly noticeable.
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- PART 1 - 1111

1111

Write your final response to SOLVING PROBLEMS here.
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Score Point: 5

This response offers an engaging perspective on taking the MEAP test. The
content and ideas are well developed, from the beginning with the initial
announcement of the MEAP, to the anxiety the writer feels, up to the actual
testing day. The word choice and command of language are consistent with
the overall tone, and move the reader through the text.
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USE BLUE INK, BLACK INK, OR NO. 2 PENCIL ONLY.

1111 - PART 1 - 111 1

Write your final response to SOLVING PROBLEMS here.
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IF YOU NEED MORE SPACE, CONTINUE ON THE NEXT PAGE.
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(,QM mf, bg;He.cm; 33 L Ny M____go¥ in
haA amo\\wec

aqu%; eanse
})gs\' \EI\X) '()\T\ 6 e é)f +h€_, g Q,(\'Béln Ro\ed
s2Ad Ny est fiends con ofly be paof\c. and

7%
4:‘ patso 3010¢ Jr}r‘_ﬁmwu;%ﬁ_ﬂgi
petson \nNo Ahe ~oba woud have Xo chose

kiwke.n e, M op M""gﬁim 0f_cocse L.
ddn't Jive s wle 8% Yhe rmotmen bui-
MOC 4ha_LMib&mdij she

She

ﬁm_ﬂﬂ_fﬂﬂe%ﬁmce She Luad e ONE-

who WANO Yeagp 3y, iajx_bjbip_éulg._MLs_hmgu

Wﬁﬁiﬁﬁk_@_&lﬁ_mm
+ (:Lt'l' (T OuXx and s,

O
;-F Wwas WwaXien (A

M)J%ic_ib& cw\\Lms& s WMiYe ouk and

Rt & Yiels R u\e. o/4?"\(-l 'H'\'N‘W Qags,y Whak
- dag 2k

S‘E’ 49,50 'Hﬂe.ﬂ sehrenl  When

She bad do Chose fhe Feold Ther ‘L Sorr,
MMW%K last ey
and | dideod say qumm ke +72a¢

_fg é}ff)//sﬂg L VD‘A oW
! e. esa\iA M .heo" Sa\‘i |
N L wiN even | \"Vl S0 L.

hArneéu are) %_n

72 Reht  (Ohete  Yhe Rule (ase Yo be.-
1t @;ig‘\%gg Moy ngg_ N 5¢ lesh Fiends”
o Shedbed M SSocry batr Rules eife guled

IF YOU NEED MORE SPACE, CONTINUE ON THE NEXT PAGE.

"n

19


PetermanS
19


G15c¢

G\ L and  Sfrae thak cla\\j an
M hod JOL beX Sienas enc\u‘é\'r\.}L .

/r;”i@f M d

R‘o bler, L _ ré\r\és N usese
friends and YoX boke a Rule.
SoldientL  charged Yhe gule.

Score Point: 6

This response thoroughly develops the content about the “friendship rules”.
The ideas are presented clearly, moving the reader smoothly and naturally
through the text. There is precise word choice with tight control over
language that contributes to the effect of this response.
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1111 - PART 1 - 1111

Write your final responso to SOLVING PROBLEMS here.
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Score Point: 6
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1111 -PART 1 - 1111

Write your final response to SOLVING PROBLEMS here.
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Score Point: 6
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111 1 -PART 1 - 1111

Write your final response to SOLVING PROBLEMS here.

Solving Problems with the Rig Baol Bully

Do biagest Ny | . ne _ calitdh  him
Wy, he + werg \ s |
\noo“"\ 4 [ €s 4  cwears \ie
would never pay afention to the traher or work  on s OSSI%D_[‘.‘:\?;D“'S-
eduoas ‘ of tuall S Y more tme n

school _suspension Aben  being o dags' Al Ko shdents anh  Yradnecs
S-’ra\l:eo( out  ofF wig uvay, Ne  teachers dihnt  want  him in thein

classes, bt )']'\e}’ wert  Xoo O&FBLMMMM'*

want  him_ 4okt _on  the w\mqmd L wa ¢ S
IFYOU NEED MORE SPACE, CONTINUE ON THE NEXT PAGE.
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Yime bt dhey wire too  deeriCied do gomplain,alcaThe

Y (‘; [P ] ' ‘\' o‘F 5C M‘I’ W
-h)o rowqmﬂy . He ol;o' n’mL brow  how B \»Ot&\J ‘\‘a\‘.e 1 \—.\IO )
see, B [AYXY S ho Q

was  jn ikt 3ro.ole.
OY\Q Ol “he rdler £, ol o

Leryone  was g-lq\’nnj cway  Crom tHe shides. B wae ol
M&’uﬁ’ﬁ,wmﬂ__ef_dw hot pagseol o 8 ocnt (oking

Som  the 5"46";0 all _the  chllden were ]Djm}/ihﬁ._ha,af_f_iy_an

Hhe other <id \a

A____L____‘\'hf_p___)tgfo_nd__[the_ums_ei%mf_nﬁ_
\‘Jo\JS Su'“ma next de  he bﬂSEE£leS,j1”5.ne ewnol Quab,%.Zb}g
Weére aQa }[ﬁ[f){ pgpg‘ac % P LJO:,S Egne was &
Smqll 50\/ alled S whe J’)aql no bgd¥ to ‘gbg, WI‘:Ha.
e came  owr o the group of boys omel  askedl €
e s Lo ol i ' S kY
‘Hﬂc\l O«“ huo(olléaf 401\2‘“107’* andl 24nyeo M}\.Sc)pn‘m {o
ecmk n:ﬂ,e\r. JfWha to "(\\m\% of o dace Ahat S weuld e
aSraid  of, AMer a minde or e, fhe  leader of the oroup  saidh“Yeu mey be
art of  our  aroup buk  Resd yu musd oo o dare G Hhoug ht
Sor o moment  arol thea Safol:{\/\)}b\" 1S Yre dare o T ot
Ao The ltoder of the Qroup sk ow s oo Yo e Ria Red
Bdly asd  Falk  wth him IF you dent,we will ask paple 4o

7
i‘(’d IIC!JE ¥og 9“ cover :l:hg _.‘»f;bgﬁ,uf m%\‘rf bhave \ocen < ” ) b(«\’f—

£ o \ong +ime.

he wag  alse ol M as s
At recess the next ofmv the group of beys asked £ S
woudl _olo  the dare o no+ S bad dallked  ahoud 4his with

his cder beother M ,and M said dhat S choud alo
IF YOU NEED MORE SPACE, CONTINUE ON THE NEXT PAGE.

30


PetermanS
30


AD3c

te dace. S +o14 Ahe kader o5 e afoup dhat he  would ool
it, The _ kader lmm\n&‘l ard caid, ' WeE will gt you Srom rg\’f heve
while. yeu aqo wid do +." € was o Ve nervous and

: 4. plk o him 8 he isnt even 2" en,
As_ 3K _on  ongtr to WS gueston, B ame__outr  of  ¥he sthool
buildtng  and Slumrtof down on  a Swing . Evervbwlq mn_to the
ﬁ(ideg whch — wer? Lo curay Lrom B _Lskw\\l j‘he Aroue o
\90\’1{ Jwped Yo S ard  sneerrol 4+ him,

5 ot up andd  stureck um“%.'ng ‘oward B, When
he wa¢ pext o B he carefully scat down in fhe swing
pedy to bham-The  diMeen gaspeol. Even the teachers  shced
o S R went  aver do é anel _ tueved s Swing uy side
Adown, He  teeriSieed S @ much dhat S ot an away.
66@“’\0\ thet S wou,lw{n3r a0 awc\\‘:,.g st olewn andl
e noereol “Whot oo you wand?" S mwmwcl,“l...um-num\'
to 'halk +D NOU . il S storec _at S in_ oclishelief snel
then 5:;.01,. Vou... bu vunna Yelk coith mel"S ,.‘H\mn\‘wﬁ‘ At

_ B wasnt \ o)
_lzack Yeah.. 71 uess. P”f\"-h asked B tDImJ he _bag oY
,Q_DLto_LS__suzpdSi,_g fid ) Youre the Srck persm_-,:
ever es§ 1im  so b oo well... g
noiooaly ever  wants 44 ?lg\!; codHh me I went to be a kefter
pLrson but ﬂél‘boa(\t wi\l__pyrr \we!p me  Jwcaus® T SO

_mﬁan_L_\mkeol vew urmﬂ-?or-\able.s I’IacJ an iJgg.He
mou'b‘ become B ’5' Criend  and kep Hl\’n Leeome o keder

‘oﬂ"SQno

IF YOU NEED MORE SPACE, CONTINUE ON THE NEXT PAGE.
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At the  end of the school year, thert was always an

amm( ter emony, TF SMJMM&MM
oy Kinerguoloners B 0ol S b togebhee listea,
A e pud of e cevemony, the prncipal heldh wp two
meelali  Srol Said “ Theq Inedals oo 4o e berd .

O /t /H
tf t " /
Son g " e ’
2,
silent He med?ﬂl Spoke cm.‘ B bgjf
ft
. ? e )e
Solver " / -
vé v c
o ! . ] S s LAA 'y

Score Point: 6
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